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• IYS - Honduras and Mexico 

• Soil Taxonomy Mexico 

• Central America and Haiti Inventory 

• Latin America and Caribbean Soil 
Atlas 

• IUSS Universal Soil Classification 
working group 

• Global Soil Partnership 







Central America Soil Mapping 

Source: Zamir Libohova 

NCSS Newsletter, May 2016, Issue 75 

 



Haiti Soil Initiative 

• Cochran training 2013 

• Field training and demo survey area 
2014 

• Cochran training 2016 
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http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/lib

rary/Maps/LatinAmerica_Atlas/

Index.html 

 



Atlas content - Examples 
• Soils and the environment in LAC 

• Soil classification 

• Soil maps 

• Soils and land use in LAC 

• Soils and climate change in LAC 

• Soils and large landscapes 

• LAC soils: National perspectives 
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CLACS 

2009 Costa Rica 

2012 Argentina 

2014 Peru 

2016 Ecuador 



Universal Soil Classification  
IUSS Working Group 
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Soil Profile Distribution 



GSP - Working Structure 

 

http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership 

 

http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership


Key outputs: 
 • Establishment of the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils 

• Five Pillars of Action: Soil Management, Awareness Raising, 
Research, Information and Data, & Harmonization 

• Submission of the proposal for a UN World Soil Day (5 December) 
and the International Year of Soils 2015 

• Preparation of the revised World Soil Charter 

• Production of the Status of the World’s Soil Resources report 

• Establishment of Regional Soil Partnerships 

• Development of capacities in developing countries on digital 
soil mapping 

• Development of Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil 
Management 

• Establishment of national soil information systems 



Regional Soil Partnerships - 7 





North America Regional Soil 
Partnership 

• Composed of Canada and the US 
• Led by the SSSA, SWCS and CSSS, 
support from a cast of others (i.e. 
NRCS and AAFC) 

• Charles Rice, Gerald Miller, and Dan 
Pennock, are the respective liaisons.  

• Membership in the Intergovernmental 
Technical Panel on Soils 



Summary 

• Build capacity to utilize Soil 
Taxonomy and other USDA soil science 
standards and technology to increase 
food security and sustainable land 
use. 

• Promote soil conservation 

• Establish permanent contacts with 
institutions and organizations 
responsible for soil conservation and 
soil survey in western Hemisphere 
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For additional 
information 

Dr. Thomas Reinsch 

National Leader – World Soil Resources 

thomas.reinsch@wdc.usda.gov 


